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To the Honourable, and moſt worthily 
accomplith'd, 


Sir Joun D'ANvERs. 


ej Have read of a Lady, which made 
) 4 ſorrowſul, but ſucceſsful, Enquiry 
aſter ber little Infant, which ſome 
having ſtolen from her, concealed 
| A (Aſguis d iu Rags) amongſt a (um- 
p4-:y of emo Coildren. The Diſcovery was the 
more difficult, becauſe a Babe s Fleſh is tv tender 
for ſolid Signs to he faſted on it, and the Favour 
thereof too chargeabie to bear ſettied Marks of Di- 
ſtinctiun from others. At laſt the Mother found 
her So, only by the Direction of bis Eye, the Spark- 
ling whereof did ſhine through the Cloud of bad 
Cloaths wherewith it was apparelled. 

In like manner, this Model, though it be ſtrangely 
altered and defaced by the Meanneſs of my Ex- 
prejjions, you may perceive therein a vigorous Luſtre 
(the Rays whereof triumph through my dull Lan- 
guage) whereby you may be pleaſed to own and ac- 
knowledge it, as relating to thiſe Memorials and 

| Expreſſions, 
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Expreſſions, which 1 baue had the Favour to re- 
tete from your own Diſcourſe. © han 

But, Sir, au ther Mutive that perſuaded me to 
Pre ſent this Treati ſe to your judicious View, is vt be- 
eauſe Ipreſume thut the bar.dling thereof is worthy, 
but becauſe the Subject itſelj is proper fer your 


Patronage. Lighting cajually on the Poems of 


Mr. Gxokor HEeRBBRT, lately deceaſed (whoje 
pious Liſe and Death have converted me to a 
full Belief that there is a St. GOOD) and 
therein peruſing the De ſcription of a ConsTanT 
Mex, it directed my Thoughts unto your ſelf, 
baving heard that the Autoor in bis Life-time 
bad therein deſigued no other Title tban your Chas 
rater in that Deſcription. And this Diſcourſe, 
treating of Juſtice, wbich bath a marvelous Sym- 
pathy with Conſtancy (fur nothing grounded ou 
uyJuſt Principles can long continue.) may therefore 


moſt properly addrejs itſeif to your Honour able 


Protection. 

I will plead nothing in my own Excuſe, knows 
ing that the Nvble Principle in your Breaſt will 
prevent what I would, and exceed what I can plead 


for my ſelf. Tous hoping that my Intentions ſhall 


ot be condemned for the Weakne)s of my Per- 

fſormantie, but rather my Performance pardoned 

Jor the Goodieſs of iy aten tious; Jo reſts, 
Your Honour's, 


In all Humble Service, 


Philo Dicæus, 


a  JLÞAIAOGw"S. At «a _ tt _ 


TH E. 


STANDARD 


EQUALITY. 


1 OA EFORE we proceed to the 


ESR from all Exception. The ra- 
ther becauſe the offenſive Sound of the Word 
Bav aliry, is ſubjett to be fully rendered by 
Mens jealous Apprehenfions, 

Il. By FEavartiry,. that Anabaptiſtical Pa» 
rity is not intended, that all Men thould 
have Power and State alike, 10 to lay a le- 
vel Line over all Mankind, ſinking the Moun- 


tains and raiſing the Vallies, to make an e 


ven Champaigy. A Conceit injurious to Mens 
rivate Property, deſtructive to the publick 

tate, and no let then blaſphemous to Gon 
himſelt, queſtioning of, and quarrelling at his 
(Goodnels and Wiſdom, whoſe Providence hath 
We ordered 
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i 
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ordered ſuch Diſtances in Nature. For that 
our Meditations may with the more eaſy 


Aſcent climb up into the Knowledge of an 


infinite Deity, God hath appointed Vegita- 
ble, Senſible, and Rational Creatures, as the 
Staires whereby we may mount up into Con- 
templation of him. And amongſt reaton- 


able Creatures, ſome high, ſome low, ſome 


rich, tome poor, according to the Diſpenſa- 
tion of his own Providence, whence an ex- 
cellent Harmony doth reſult; otherwiſe they 
would make ſtrange Muſick who would have 
all the Pipes of the Organ equal in Sound, 
Length, and Bignels, - | 

III. But by Fquarity in lubſidiary Pay- 
ments is deſigned a juſt and impartial divi- 
ding all Taxes, uecording to Mens leveral Eſtates, 
That which the Apoſtle driveth at in regu» 


llat ing the Contributions to the Poor in the 


Church of Curizth, 2 Cor, viii. 13, For mean 
ot that th Aden be eaſed, ard you burthered, 


lit by an Equality is the Deſire and Endea- 


vour of this Treatile, that no Perlons be 
preſſed beyond Juſtice and Equity, Aud that 
all ſhoul4 bear their due Proportions in politick 
Payments, This EqQuartity hath fo near a 
Sympathy with the Liberty of the Subjcet, that 
as they unanimoully embrace one another ; 
lo neither can long lübliſt (at leatt not tree 
ly flouriſli) if divided. 

IV. By this Liberty we plead not for that 
Licentionjneſs which many Men in all Ages have 


lot up as a Maſter of Mij-rule, to juſtity their 


Extravagancies, and when tuch their Looſeè- 
ncls is retrenched, prelently complain that 
their Laberty is infringed. No, we need not 
| | lend 


En 


lend our Quill, to imp the Wings of this 
wild Liberty any longer, wich oft flies too high 
of its own accord. But by Liberty we mcan 
that Patrimonial Privilege which the poor- 
eſt Subjett in England is born to, the un- 
doubted Inheritance for which the youngett 
is of full Age at the firſt Inſtant of his Na- 
tivity, beholding it with the Light, and ſuck- 
ing it in with the Air, Freedom being che 
Breath of the Soul, without which it is loon 
ſtifled. Our State is no Galley, wherein any 
Slaves are bound to row at the Oares, but 
it is a Ship, wherein all the Pallengers are 
free Merclunt-Adventures; though, according 
to their dillerent Proportions, 80 that every 
Engliſhinaz may lay, with St. Pau, that he 1% 
Free=borz, No other Vine, or Feea, being paid 
for this his Privilege, lave only the Pains of 
his Mather when ihe firſt brought him worth 
unto the World. | 

V. Thele Things premiſed, may I humbly 
prelume to ſigh forth the general Groans and 
common Complaint of Thouland Families in 
this Land. That all Rates and "axes fall into- 
lerably heavy on the middle tort of People, 
_ contrary to their Birth-right, Liberty, and the 
Rules of all Equality and Juſtice, For where- 
as our Anceſtors relolved on the way oF Subli- | 
dies as the liftrelt and treett Means to ſupply 
the Wants of the Publick, Continuance of 
Time and Perlonal Corruptions have ſo tuttera— 
ted and defeated their good Intents, thiut Sub- 
lidies at this Day, through the Inequality of 
{efling them, are almoſt ſhrunk to be incon- 
ſiderable. And whilſt ſome great ones ſhit 
their Shoulders from under the Publick Bur- 

| . den, 


(483 
den, the Weight thereof falls heavy upon their 
Vellow-Subjetts, elpecially on the Yeomantry of 
the Land; as if the Common-wealth 1 all pub- 
lick Aleltments had play'd with falle Dice, 
which rau nothing but Treys and Cite. An 
Injuſtice Which, it not leatonably prevented 
will prove the Lettiek-Fever of Our Exgli/h Li 
berties, eontuming, by Degrees, the radical 
Moilture thereol 

\ 1, Whereas indecd if any Condition of 
Poople may pretend to more Favour due untd 
them, the muddle Rank of Men ſèeem beſt to 
delerye it, becaule, | may tay, they lie in con- 
tinual Service, and their Labour, ſo beneficial to 
1 the Common-vcalth, ought to be countenanced, 
1 and, imnitead of thele unrealonable Weights, 
1 \V ings of Encourazement thould be given to 
their Indultry; whereas now it fareth with 
them as With the Bach- Horſe in their Teams, 
| Which, though drawing moſt, is moſt laſhed, 
| expolo| thereunta by the Unhappinels of His 

Pulture, being always next to the Whip, 

VII. Lo remedy and redreſs this Grievance, 
no juſter and fairer way doth offer it {elf then 
by lubjecting all Commodities in this Kingdom 
by way of Ailellment, or Excile, to be made 
contributive to the Publick Trealury, and that 
all Perlons whatſoever, partaking of Protection 
in the State, thonld thare likewiſe equally in 
their Vaymcnts thereunto, according to their 
lovoral Proportions, a Rule of fuch undeniablé 


1  an> 


| Juſtice, rhar Nature itfelF might ſeem to have 
1 Aictatod it to the Capacities of ſome Brute 
| Creatures, 


VIII. It is obſerved of the Beavers in Vir 
21947, that when diſpoſed to carry a Beam ta the 
| : Building 
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Building of their Kennel, or Burrough (where- 
in they are curious Architects) they let luch 
who are moſt faint and feeble of their Com- 
pany to the leiler and lighter End of che 

eum, and order such as ate the {trongelt 
amonylt chem tor the Vortape of the heavielt 
Part therevt, Mens Hats may not only bo 
made of Beaver's Hair, but their Heads and 
Hearts may be taught Equity tram the Ex- 


ample of ſo ſmall a Creature, inſtructing us, 


that all Burdens of Publick Cbacerument ought 
to be impartiaily bor» by all Per ſous which reap 
Benefit i, the Common-wealth. For as all Men 


ought to be exempted from the Shackles and 
_ Feiters of Servility, lu it is juſt and equal, 


that they be all tied alike, in the fame Girdles 


und Garters, which are both tor the adorning 


and {trengthning of the Commoun=weulth ; 
wherciore che Fleet of aur entving Diltourle 
is, to propound the evenelt way of lettling 
o Rates in the Lanu, according to Jultice, 
und the leaſt Grievance of the dubject. 

IX. No oelt-end or Delire to court the No- 
tice of the World hath put me on this De- 
ſign ; but only Love of Juſtice, and the Good 
of my Counts which every true Patriot 
ought ellettually to advance; hoping, that 
when Divine Goodnels ſhall reſtore our Land 
to her former Peace and Tranquillity, and 
when the King 1hall be re-married to the 
State (to which there is a probable and pro- 
miſing Forwardnels, it our Sins in this Land 
forbid not the Banes) all Things will be ſet— 


tled and modelled in an exccllent Method and 


1 Unikormity; according to the wile 
attern and Platform eſtabliſhed by our An- 
| | ceſtors 
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ceſtors (in that beſt ee and com- 


prehended Government by Kings, Lords and 
Commons) bettered and improved by Expe- 
rience of our Age, which in few Years as it 
had the Miſery to fee many Changes, ſo it 
hath had Advantage to learn and gather much 
Knowledge thereby. Amongſt many others, 
| humbly tender this Spark of Dilcovery, 


proſticuting it at the Feet of the Judicious 


in Authority, who, it dilliking it, may tread 


it aut, and quence it, or blow it up in a 


Flame, if it be found uletul for the Guns Rai 
CGooD. EE: 55 

X. Now whereas we lay it for a Ground— 
work, that all lublidiary Payments may moſt 
equally be atletled by way of Exciſe on Lands, 
Goods, Ge. we will firtt endeavour to vin- 
dicate the Word Excist from that Odioul- 
nels, it hath generally, but unjuſtly, incur'd. 
Two Caules there are make an Eliſh Stomach 
diſguſt the Exc1ss 3 both becaule it is novel, 
and allo hath been abuſed in the Execution 
thereof, But whilſt paſſionate Men rend out 
all the Letters which concur to the ſpelling 
of the very Word, may the judicious Reader 
be requeſted but to hold his Fingers till the 
matter be truly ſtated, and then proceed to 
Cenlure. 

XI. That the Exciss, rightly ordered, is 
the ready way to raiſe a Maſs of Money, 
with the leaſt ſenſible Preſſure of the People, 
appears by the Practice of our Neighbours 
in the Low-Countries; a Nation ſo zealous 
of Liberty, that this Article alone, hath made 
all other Creeds in their Country to agree 
in a joint Delence againſt the Publick Inva- 

| : der 
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der of their Freedom. Yet even theſe have 
pitched upon the Exc1ss, as the ſureſt, ſpee- 
dieſt, cafieſt Proviſion for the Publick, as in 
which what hath dropt out of private Purſes, 
by unperceived Degrees, flows in a full and 
fiir Stream into the common Bank. 

XII. Yea, come over into Elan, and we 
ſhall toon obſerve that the Excisy, though 
new and ſtrange in Sound, is old and tami- 
liar in the Practice thereof, For all lmpo- 
ſitions, Taxes and Cuſtoms, formerly impol- 
ed upon Wares and Commodities, were in 
Effect, the fame with the Excisy, though 
under another Name and Notion ; only that 
which made thele "Taxes ſo much diſtaſted 
by the Subject, was becaule many of them 
were impoled by Arbitrary Power, and exer— 
ciſed in the Nature of odious Monopolies, oft 
times by Men of narrow Hearts, and wide 
Hands, merely minding their own private 
Intereſt, For the Body of our State will, 
not only patiently, but cheertully, undergo 
great pecuniary Burdens tor the Publick Be- 
nefit, provided that her Back be kept whole 
and unhurt, I mean her Liberty not prejudiced 
and impaired by the Illegality of ſuch Impo- 
ſitions. But if once her Freedom be infringed, 
not only to the breaking of her Skin, bur 
bruiſing of her Fleſh, the leaſt and loweſt 
Rate which can be demanded, lighting on ſuch 
a ſore, or galled place, becomes an intolera- 
ble Torture. No Wonder therefore if the 
State not only wincheth at it for the preſent, 
but for the future, waits the firſt Oppor- 
tunity to kick it off and caſt it down, not 
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ſo much becauſe preſſed with the Weight, 
as pained with the Wrongfullnels thereof. 
III. Wherefore, amongſt other Regulations 
of the Exciss, thee Particulars may profi- 
tably be propounded. Firſt, That when Gop 
of his gracious Goodneſs 1hall be pleated to 
bleſs us with Peace, che Exciss be ratified 
by Act of Parliament, which will inſtantly 
alter the Shape aud Complexion thereof in 
the Eyes of the People; for preſently the 
will look on it as their own voluntary Dee 
proceeding from ſuch as repreſent them: And 
Love to the Hand which laid it on (ultimately 
reſolved to be their own) will leſſen and light- 
en the Burden ; ſummoning thoſe their Spirits 
(hitherto. loſt and laviſht au ay in fruitleſs 
fuming and fretting againſt the Exc is g) here- 
after to be better employed in the cheerful 
undergoing thereof. | 
XIV. Secondly, That a tender Care be had 


of the Fundamentals, as I may term them, 


of Man's Life, namely, Bread, Fleth, Salt, 
Small-beer, Oc. that in all Matters of Taxes 
the State lay her Finger on things neceſſary 
for Man's Suſtenance, and her Loins on ſuch 
things as are merely ſuperfluous ; otherwiſe 
it would be lamentable, that the poor La- 
bourer, who hath threſhed all day for a Liveli- 
hood, ſhould himſelf be threſhed at Night 
with unconſcionable Payment for things tend- 

ing to the bare _— of Nature. 

XV. Thirdly, That Favour he ſhewed t 
Manufattures, that Men be not made to pay 
Excisr for the dropping of their own Sweat, 
and a ſpecial Regard be had to the Eucourage- 
| ment 
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ment of Induſtry in Cloathing ; for, what is 
confidently reported of many Houſes and 
Churches built in moiſt and ſpungy Places, that 
they are founded on Wooll-Packs, is certainl 

true of our Exgliſh State, whoſe greateſt Profic 
is grounded on that lame Commodity, wheres 
by numberleſs People are fed and maintained: 
Care therefore muſt be taken that Artificers be 
tenderly uſed in the Ex CISE, other wiſe it will 
cauſe a Cramp, or Hand-Gout, in all Manufa- 
Cures: Tea, Induſtry will be left in a worſe Condi- 
tion than Idleneſs, for tho” buth alike be 2 ſupper- 
leſs to Bed, yet Idleneſs ſhall only be hungry, but 
Iuduſtry hungry and weary too, taking Pains without 
Profit, which is ſwallowed up in the PUBLICK 

xCISB. 

XVI. Laſtly, If the Number and Fees of 
Officers therein employ'd be thriſtily reduced, 
not left at large, to ſhare for themſelves, as if 
the Kernel were made for the Shell, and the 
Excis E only and chiefly intended to inrich 
the Receivers and Collectors thereof. And 
indeed in all Ages it hath been obſerved, that 
Publicans (though they carry much of the 
Publick in their Names) are, of all Pcople in 
their Practice, moſt addicted to their private 
Commodity. Here it would be conſidered ot, 
what competent Term of Time they ſhould 
hold their Places, and at what Seaſon ſuch who 
have lain long in Service at the Receipt of Cuſtom, 
ſhould have others to relieve them, not ſo 
much for their Eaſe, as the Eaſe of the Com- 
mon-wealth, For, as thoſe who are much em- 
ploy'd in telling of Silwer, have commonly their 
Fingers coloured and blacked therewith, lo even up- 
right Souls, long continuing in ſuch Money- 

| (.. | Oihces, 
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Offices, gather and contract, by degrees, a Soil/ 
Tintture, growing daily leſs diligent for the 
Publick Good, and more cunning for their Private 
Advantage. Tea, it were to be wiſhed, that Officers 
in the E-xc1iss were made of more Credit, and le]s 
Profit, more Luſtre and Eſteem being caſt upon 
them, ſo that the Reputation thereof might paſs in 
Part of Payment and Compenſation of their Pains 
employed herein, which would invite Men of 
Quality and known Eſtates to entertain the 
Place, rather than to be entertained by it, only 
with moderate Allowance to diſcharge and de- 
fray the ſame from being burthenſome unto 
them ; whereas now ſuch Offices are commonly 
bunted aſter, by Hungry Perſons (Whom we may 
call Men of Fortune, in the lame Senſe as others 
are termed Soldiers of Fortune) not ſuch as have, 
but ſeck a ſettled Eſtate, coming with Intent 
to prey on the Common-wealth, under Preteace 
to preſerve it. | 
XVII. Theſe Limitations obſerved (with Re- 
ſervation of Room for ſuch Additionals as bet- 
ter Judgments may contribute) whereas now 
the Excistz-Houss is beheld of Men as the 
Bridewel of the Eſtates, wherein they are ſtript 
and whipt without Meaſure or Mercy, they 
will hereafter be juſtly reconciled to a more 
favourable Opinion thereof; and thoſe very 
Butchers, now ready with their Axes and 
Knives to knock down and cut the Throat of 
the Exciss, will be converted into a more 
_ charitable Perſuaſion thereof, when made ſen- 
ſible that it is the moſt eſfectual and leaſt of- 
fenſive means to ſupply the emergent Neceſſities 
of the Common-wealth, 


XVIII. To 
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XVIII. To proceed now to ſome Particulars. 
All things which are beneficial to the Potleiiors 


in this Kingdom, and by conſequence ought to 


be contributive to the Publick, fall under the 
four Heads of Lands, Houſes, Goods, and 
Money at Intereſt. To begin with the firit, 
Lands are eaſily rated, if Six-pence in the Pound, 


more or leſs (as the Wiſdom of the State ſhall 


adjudge expedient) to be laid on their Anal 
Worth through the Kingdom. And in caſe the 
Owner doth not himlelf reſide on his Lands, 
the Occupant, or Tenant, for the Time being, 
ſhall make that Sum good to the State, with 
Power (according to the Nature and Condition 
of his Leaſe, or Bargain) to deduct the ſame 


out of his Rent, when accounting with his 


Landlord. 
XIX. Houſes cannot be reduced to ſo con- 
ſtant a Valuation, becauſe ſubject to more Ca- 
ſualties, of Fire, Vacancy by Infection, or 
otherwiſe. The beſt Ground we can give 
thereby, to take the ſteddieſt Aim at ſo uncer- 
tain a Mark, 1s by rating each Houſe with two 
Chimnies, or Fire-places, according to the Pro- 
portion of two Acres of Land. Herein we 
abate a Moicty of what the Rigor of the Law 
requireth, alotting four Acres to every Houle 


to be erected. And according as two Acres of 


Land in thoſe reſpective Places are valued, fo to 
_ eſtimate a Houſe with two Chimnies, and to 
increaſe proportionably as the Houle thall be 
found to be greater. If the Town, Borough, 
or City, wherein this Houſe ſhall ſtand, ſhall 
have no Land thereto belonging, whereby to 
make this Valuation, then let Reſpect be had 
to the Worth of two Acres of Land in the 

C2 - neareſt 
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neareſt Place adjacent thereunto, and let tlie 
Houſe be rated accordingly. a 

XX. It will be objected, that many of thoſe 
Houſes will fall out to be but bare retiring 
Places of Pleaſure, returning no Profit to heir 
Owners. But know that ſich Perſons, having 
plentiful Eſtates, if their Cup run over for 
their Private Delight, ſome Drops thereof muſt fall 
be/4e tu the Coinmon Good, 

XXI. Goods follow in the third place to be 
alletled by way of ENS, of wiveh, thus 
much in general ; 'That leiter Taxes (as low 
an little as the Neceſſity of the Hſtate wall 
permit) will bring in the greateſt Gain: For 
where Impoſitions fall extreme heavy, many 
will be diſabled, and others diſheartned in tra- 
ding, whereas reaſonable Rates do quicken 
Traffick with greater Profit to the Publick. 
Thoſe Landlords which let their Copy-holds, 
and other Leaſes, cheapeſt, make moſt Money, 
whole Tenants (like tame Doves, which breed 
eleven times in the Year) are always bringing 
in Profit to their Maſters; whereas the Fines 
of enhauncing Landlords (like the Births of 
Elephants, many Years in perfecking) come ſel- 
dom, and prove not ſo beneficial. For it is 
not always that Sheep which beareth the deep- 
eſt Fleece, but which cometh oftneſt to be 
ſhorn, which returneth moſt Gain to the 
Owner: | 

XXII. Money at Intereſt comes in the laſt 
place to be taxed. Hereon (namely on the In- 
creaſe, or Conſideration Money) a Poundage 
may be levied of Shillings in the 
Pound, So that 1 


On 


E 


On every Bargain, or Contract, betwixt Cre- 
ditor and Debtor, 


+. 
An Hundred 5 ſhall pay 


Pounds let (6 Pounds, Laar to Shillings 
at Uſe for | + the State | 


8 


And ſurely, as Parents preſume with uncon- 
trolu ne Confidence more ſharply and ſeverely 
to crrect their own Children (than the Sons 
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XXIII. This, in Proceſs of Time, will prove 
very beneficial to Trading, and ſo by Conſe- 
quence to the Common-wealth. For we ma 
oblerve an innate Deſire in all Men (ſome few 
vain-glorious Perſons excepted) with Silence 
and Secrecy to ſteal into an Eſtate, to grow 
rich without making Noiſe, which otherwiſe 
would give an Alarm to Envy, and expoſe them 
to more Expence, expected from them. Now 
cloſe Hoarders up of Money, being loath to 
let their Coin lie dead in their Coffers without 
returning them Profit, and unwilling on the 
other Side, in open Contracts to confeſs and 
diſcover their Wealth, will embrace a middle 
way to reconcile their Hope of Gain with their 
Humour of Secrecy. This they will do by 
finding out ſome Tradeſmen, of whoſe Ability, 
| „ 5 Induſtry, 
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Induſtry, and Honeſty, they are well aſſured, 
and privily joining Stocks with them, on Con- 
tidence of a proportionable Conſideration from 
the Improvement of their Money by them em- 
ploy'd ; relying rather on the private Promiſe 
of ſuch honeſt Perſons, than willing to reveal 
their Eſtates for the Benefit of Ce Money; a 
thing always doubtful in Conlcience, and made 
dear in the State, when certain Poundage is 
impoſed upon it. —— | 

XXIV. Here a Neceſſity is imply'd, that it 
ſhould be pug for any Perſon to admit or 

fulfer any Under-rating, or Fail of Payment 
and Diſcovery of whatever ſhall be intended 
and preſcribed contributive to the Publick, by 
Act of Parliament. For ſtrange it is to ob- 
Herve, with what Confidence Men preſume to 
cheat and deceive the Publick, ſpending treely 
upon the States, as on another Man's Purſe, 
Whether it be in hope of not being diſcovered, 
keing few Grains cannot be miffed out of ſo 
great a Heap, or, if diſcovered, in Confidence 
of eaſy accounting, preſuming, perchance, on 
the Favour of ſuch as ſhould cenſure them, as 
3 guilty in the ſame Nature themſelves. 
eſides, they are bold with the State (the Shot- 
payer General) as with their Publick Parent, 
with whole Goods their Children may freely 
partake, Vea, they cheer their Conſciences 
with this weak Comfort, thar they are injuri- 
ous to no particular Man, ſeeing a round Sum 
taken from the Publick is not conſiderable 
to the Intereſt of any private Perſon. Thele 
Fallacies ſo far perſuade them, as without Fear 
to defraud the common Stock which afterwards 
inclines and enables them to deceive their 
| Neigh- 
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Neighbours, ſeeing his Conſcience, who hath 
— — the doing of a Wrong to the Pub- 
lick, will never be choak'd with cheating ſingle 
Perſons. The beſt way therefore to friglit 
Men out of this Falſhood, is by a ſharp Penalty 
on ſuch as either ſhall actually cozen the State, 
or ſuſfer it to be deceived, by having them- 
ſelves undervalued out of all reaſonable Di- 


ſtance, as to a Fifth of their Eſtates. Pro- 


vided that none be conſtrained by Oath to ac- 
cule themſelves, the fouleſt Rape that can be of- 


fered on the chaſte Liberty of an Engliſli Subjef. 


XXV. Great and many Benefits would ac- 
crue to all ſorts of People if this Juſtice were 
generally obſerved in all Taxes: For firſt it 
would cure the Diſeaſe of fore Eyes, grown 


epidemical amongſt the common ſort. Thele 
o with bad Looks behold the Height and 


Greatneſs of others, almoſt conceiving them- 


ſelves injured by the Honour, and wronged 


by the Wealth of the Nobility and Gentry 
of this Kingdom; either — * to conſi- 
der, or unable to conceive, that Divine Pro- 
vidence, and Princes well grounded Bounty, 


have lifted ſuch Men higher, and ſpread them 


broader then others. But now mean People 
will leave off envying and repining at their 


Betters, when ſuch ſhall pay equal to the 
meaneſt in Proportion to their Eſtates : None 


will have Cauſe to be-grudge the Beauty or 
Height of Corner Stones, when bcholding 


them to bear a double Degree of Weight in 


the Building. Yea, hereafter the common ſort 


will behold Noblemen, and Gentlemen, with 


a regardful Delight, not only becaule their 


great Means are reſponſible with the ſmalleſt 


in 


; 
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in all publick Accounts, but alſo ſenſible of 
the great Benefit which vulgar People reap 
and receive by the natural Parts and acquired 
Accompliſhments of ſuch as are of noble Ex- 
traction. For whilſt ſuch honourable Perſons 
are __ oyed iu publick Offices of State, 


their Abilities are ſerviceable to the Benoof 
of the meaneſt, who freely poſſeſs what the 
other hath dearly purchaſed. Their far foreign 
Travels are brought home to their Doors, and 
all the Reſults of their Diſcoveries and Ob- 
| ſervations, which coſt Expence, Pain, Danger, 

and long Experience, are freely tendered to 
be uſeful and ſerviccable to their loweſt Fel- 
low-Subjett in the Kingdom, 

XXVI. Secondly, This Equality in bear- 
ing, or ſharing, the Burden, or Benefit, in all 
Rates and Taxes for Subſidy of Lands, or 
_ Goods, by way of Aſſeſſment, or Exciss, 

will prevent the impoſing of needleſs Payments 
on the People 5, when Parliamert-men (who are, or 
ſhould be, Perſons of prime Wealth and Eſtate) 
ſhall perceive that what they lay on others falls 
moſt heavy on themſelves, and all pecuniary Bur- 
dens light firſk on the Raſters before they come to 
the Laths. This, I ſay, will make them cautious 
how they caſt needleſs Burdens on the Common- 
wealth, and will make them lay and levy no more 
Taxes than the abſolute Exigency of the State doth 
extort. For it may be well preſumed, that he 
who is to ſtrike another through himſelſ, will give 
him but as eaſy and gentle a Blow as poſſible he may. 

And when the greateſt part of the Stream mu 
flow out from Parliamert-mens Purſes, they will 
be ſure to laviſh no more Hater thin what will 


turn the Mill, 
XXVII. Thirdly, 
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XXVII. Thirdly, It will by degrees, repreſa 
Riot, and abate Luxury in the Land, For 
ſuch as ſteer the State, will labour as much 
as they may to eaſe themſelves, by laying the leſs 
Weight on Lands, Houſes, and Things 1 60 ary, 
and will throw the Bulk of the Burde. of tie Exciſe 
of the Kingdom, on juch foreign Cummodities as 
may beſt be ſpared. May we be ſenſible of, and 
thanktul tor the Goodnels and Bounty of Gon 
to tlus Ifland, in affording it all abſolute Neceſ- 
faries for Man's Subliſtence (eſpecially if Indu- 
ſtry were uſed) ſo that whatloever is found. de- 
fectiye in our Land, may be concluded ſu erflu- 
ous for our Liſe, But beſides thele, it is ſtrange 
to fee what a Company of Need-119ts are dail 
imported into the Kingdom, Things which 
may be wanted without W ant ; yea, the bett 
that can be ſaid of ſome of them is, that they 
are ſuperfluous, which may be challenged upum flrong 
Suſpicion to be hurt ſul and dangerous. Nor is it 
leſs ſad to behold, how the Neth of the Common= 
wealth are rotten with feeding on ſuch Sweetme ts 
as are pleaſant to a warton Palate, but unwholſume 
to the Stomach of the State. All this will be re- 
medied when ſuch Sweetmeats ſhall be ſawced 
with ſuch four Payments as ſhall frighr the 
Riotous into Thrittinels, or make the deſperate 
Prodigal pay dcar for his Pleaſure. 
| XX VIII Ic will be objected, that if Luxury 
be ſtinted, Thouſands will be ſtarved in chis 
Kingdom. For, as Marters now ſtand, Riot 
is the greateſt Houſe-keeper in Eng! md Cha- 
rity maintains but ſome lew in College, Holpt- 
tals, and at ſome Great Mens Guten; but Ex» 
vels keeps many menial Servants, with more 
Retuiners at large, whoſe Trades and Prolefſie 
| 10 0148 
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ons merely depend on the Luxury of this King- 
dom. All thele, with their Families, will be at 
a Loſs for a Livelihood, if Luxury (the Maſter 
which hitherto hath ſet them a work, and paid 
them their Wages) ſhould in this Land decay 
in his Eſtate : It may therefore, in ſome ſort, 
ſeem thritt to connive at Prodigallity and Po- 
licy to permit Luxury in this Kingdom. 

XXIX. But to this it is anſwered, that ſuch 
People whoſe Subſiſtence heretofore was only 
on Reference to Luxury, finding their Found- 
ation to fail tliem, will begin on a better and 
ſurer Bottom, and ſeaſonably betake themſelves 
(forced by Neceſſity) to ſome more uſeful Pro- 
feſſions, there being Latitude enough in this 
Land for ſeveral Employments. For Nature 
in this Iſland tenders us the rude Materials of 
many Commodities, and makes Signs, as I may 
ſay, to Art and Induſtry to perfect what ſhe 
hath begun: Which Signs, though Men hi- 
therto, out of Ignorance, or Idleneſs, could 
not, or would not, underſtand, yet hereafter 
they will be made to mark them: And being 
cathier'd by Luxury, they will liſt themſelves 


under Induſtry, as the ſurer Pay-maſter, and 


find out ſome more certain and profitabler Em- 
ploymcut. 1 


XXX. Laſtly, Equality of Rates, being thus 


| ſettled all over the Kingdom, it will inſpirit all 


Trades with a vigorous Chearfulneſs to proſe- 
cute their Calling. The Husbandman, as well 
as his Land, will be in heart; the Spinſter's 
Wheel would merrily turn round ; an Edge 
would be ſet on theCloath-worker's Sheers, and 
a freſ} Colour on the Dyer's Cheeks : None 
will regret at the Payment of "Faxes, when 


equilly 


CEE Rs 


( 27 ) 


_ Equally proportioned amongſt all Perſons, on all 


Commodities. For the Porters of this City 
are Politicians enough in this Point to teach us 
how ealily a Burden is born when cqually 
-—_e on the Shoulders. And this will con- 

antly ſupply the State againſt all Emergencies 
with a plentiful Treaſure of Money, which is 
the Sinews of a Commonwealth. For as all the 
Piety of the Patriarch Jacob could not preſerve 


him from halting, when the Sinew in his 


Thigh was ſhrunk, ſo no Piety, or Wiſdom, 


can keep that Common-wealth from being a 


Cripple, wherein the Nerves of Money arc 
wanting, for the lawful Advance whereof, all 
muſt contribute their ut moſt Endeavours. | 

XXXI. Here it were to be wiſhed, that 
Pablick Encouragement might be given to 
ſuch Undertakers, who are the Diſcoverers of 
Profitable Projects, not only to ſuch as exactly 
hit the Mark, but even to thoſe that probably 
miſs it, becauſe their Aberrations may be Di- 
rections to others. This would make active 
Brains to beat about for new Inventions, 


wherein former Ages and Nations have been 
very fruitful, and ours, might be prefumed, 


would not be barren. And though many 
Tympanies, falle Conceptions, and ſtrange 


Births would be produced, and many Fruſtra- 


tions, Aberrations and Miſcarriages brought 
forth, yet amidſt theſe, ſome pregnant Wits 


would happily be delivered of rare Inventions, 


eſpecially if the State were pleaſed to be their 


Midwite, favourably to encourage them. 


XXXII. We fee no Nation poſt with more 


Haſte, or crowd in more Numbers to I.ot- 
teries, than our Egliſh. No People is more 
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eofitentedly cozened with Hope of Gain, in 
that kind, no whit diſheartened by the Diſ- 
proportion of Blanks to adventure for the 
Prize. This diſcovereth in our Countrymen 
a curious Humour to be tampering with Con- 
tingencies, and a longing Mind and liquoriſh 
Palate, after novel Projects, eſpecially if made 
luſcious with Probability of Profit. An ac- 
tive Humour, which, if vented the right way, 
and directed to the true End, might prove 
(as now deſtruckive to themſelves) wel and 
beneficial to themſelves und others, in put- 
ting them on hard, but honourable Proſecks, 
or difficult Defigns, but ſweetned with Likes 
lihood of ySuccels z O what dies would they 
find in Evglazd relèuing Treaſure from the 
Jaws of the Sea, or Bowels of the Earth, 
enlarging the Dimenſions of this Land, not 
to make it longer or broader, but deeper 
by their Induſtry, + 
XXXIII. Here we take the Boldneſs to point 
at a double Injuſtice, Firſt, many Men when 
they have conquered an hard Invention, ano- 
ther is crowned with all the Credit thereof. 
As in the Fable of the Birds, ſtriving to fly 
higheſt, when the Soveraign Eagle had ſoared. 
above them all, the ſmall Wren, which co- 
vertly had conveyed herſelf upon the Eagle's 
Back, mounted with her own Wings a little 
higher, and ſo got the Victory, ſo many Men 
improving themſelves on the Diſcoveries made 
by the Brain and Pains of others, aud only 
adding ſome complemental Enlargements of 
their own, have plundered the firſt Foun- 
ders of all the Praiſe and Profit of their In- 
vention. Thus any common Fellow may ſet 
tire 


1 
fire to a Gun, and hit the Mark, whilſt the 
Commendat ion belongs juſtly to him who firſt 
rightly mounted and level'd the Ordnance, 

XXXIV. The Scond is a greater Grievance 
namely, 'when one on his own Purle and 
Fains, hath compleated a Project profitable 
for the Common-wealth, and then ſome great: 
Perion, {ſtepping in by Force or Favour, 
cjects he true Owner out of the Polleſſion 
oi hac his Induſtry had acquired, We rend 
in the Sccond of S,, XXxiii 16. How 
the three were accounted wmonglt David's 
Wuauthiet, v ho, breating through the Army 
of the Fugs, itched Water from the 
Well © BEitalchenty to lütisty the Longing of 
King Div4d; Well then in like manner ma 
that meri.orious Knight be ranked among 
tie Worthies of this Realm, wha, to quench 
the T hicſt of 'Thoulinds in the populous City 
of do-, tetcht Water more then four und 
tWemy miles on his own Coſt, encountring 
all che way with an Army of Oppoſitions, 
grapling with Hills, ſtruggling with Rocks, 
fighting with Foreſts, and yet, with admi- 
rable Conſtancy, hewed out his Paſſage in 
Defiunce of all Difficulties, and brought his 
Project ro Perfection. When a potent Perſon, 
and idle Spectator ſtrikes in, and by his 
Greatneſs poſſeſſeth himſelf of a Moiety of 
the Profit, which the unwearied Endeavours 
of the aforeſaid K night had purchaſed to him- 
ſel Such Injuſtice, tor the future, may be 
prevented, that Men may quietly reap what 
their Induſtry hath ſown, not diſturbed by 
the Intruſion of others. 


XXXV. But 


(30) 
XXXV. But to return to the Equality of 
Rates lettled over the Land, when the EB xc 14 e 
mall be exeiled according to the atbretaid 
Reſtrictions, and all Taxes eſtabluned in their 
reſpective Praportions, aver all Perſons and 
Commadities, this will publith and clear the 
ſeveral Conditions and Values of Men, as they 
are eſtated and intruſted in Poſſeſſions, that 
ſo, if the Ability of their Minds and Civility 
of their Behaviour be anſwerable to their 
Means, they may be ſuited accordingly with 
— of Power and Truſt iu the Common- 
wealth. 


XXXVI. Here it would be conſidered of; 


1. What Sum of Payment to the State ſhould 
enable a Man with a Voice, or Suffrage, to 
chuſe 4 Knight, or Burgeſs, in Parliament. 


2. How much ſhall qualify bim to ſerve in 
petty, or grand Juries. 


3. What Proportion may render bim capable 
of the Commiſſion of the Peace. 


4. How much may make him eligible to tea 
Member of Parliament. 


lt being to be preſumed, that ſuch who have 
beſt Bottoms of their own are leaſt ſubject 
to Temptations of Injuſtice; and it being 
equal that ſuch as pay moſt to the State ſhould 
be honoured from the State with moſt Cre- 
dit and Employment. 

XXXVII. As for neceſſitous Perſons, un- 
wreſtled in the State, as obliged thereto by 

no 


TS 


no conſiderable Fortune (engaged rather to 
their Creditors then their Country) it hath 
ever been accounted dangerous to emplo 
them in Places Gre aigh Truſt, For whillt 
Men of Means are fed to the Freehold af 
the Cammon-wealth, therein to run, or ra- 
ther to ſtand, the Hazard thereof; indigent 
Perſons, like light Moveables, may, on any 
Occaſion of Danger, y convey themſelves 
away, even at the Windows of the State, if 
the Door be not opened unto them. 
XXX VIII. True it is, ſome rare Precedents 
may be found, of Men from. mean Eſtates, 
promoted by convenient Degrees through leve- 
ral Trials, unto Places of Power in moſt im- 
portant Councels, wherein they have acquit- 
ted their Integrity even to Admiration. But 
the Generality of Mens Corruption treads in 
the Footſteps of that Stateſman, who from 
a low Fortune, commenced an honourable 
and great Officer, ter ſaltum, and being minded 
of the Publick Good, he bound it with an 


Oath, That in the firſt Place he muſt and 


would provide for his own Eſtate. Thus, though 
Security may be given by their Fricnds, tor 
the Truth of ſuch intruſted iu Money Matters; 
no Caution can be put in, no Pledge, or 
Pawn, deviſed to oblige Men of great Abi- 
lities, with keen, eager and active Parts, to 
be faithiul to the Publick, otherwile than 
what Sccurity ariſeth from their own con- 
ſiderable Eſtates in the Common-wealth. 

XXXIX. But here it will be objetted, that 
this will diſhearten ingenuous Men from accom- 
pliſhing themſelves to ſerve the Publick, when dij- 
abled ſrem Preſerment for want of Aears, * 
| the 


(32) 
the Standard of Inequality to meaſure Wit b 
Wealth, und the higheſt Injuſlice ty debar able 
Parts from Employment. How many Men have 
ſhrunk their Portion into their Euucation, und 
- contracted many Acres of Ground into their = 
own Accomplithment, And we read, Ace. ix. 
15, of % h, u Arn, who by bis Wijdom deli» 
were 4 City, 111% Man had been excluded all 
Attivity in the state, in Riches only rendred 
Men capable thereot. IJ 

XI. But in Anſſyer hereynto, be it known, 
that ſuch Order might, and ought to be taken, 
that flouriſhing Parts ſhould not wither, for 
want of Maintenance, but be watere:4 with the 
eomfort. able Dem ſrom the Publick 1 rea Jury. For 
when the State thall dilcaver one of extraordi- 
nary Education and Abilicies (lv that Divine 
Providence ſeems to deſign him tor Publick Hn— 
ployments, by enabling him above his Equals) 
Harth ought ſo to concur wich Heaven, as to 
ebuſe and weigh out bis Alerits, and to give bim a 
ſuitable Fortune to es gage and uphold his Jute g rity to 
the Commor-weaith , that ſo hadi g Breadth of 
Means arjweravle to bis Height of Parts, be may 
appear in all Dimenſions, a Perſon proportionable to 
manage a Public Truſt, This would turn Mens 
Lives into a Race of Vertue, whercin the Nim- 
ble and Able-parted, ſpurred on with Hope of 
Reward, would lovingly ſtrive to ont-ſtrip 
each other in worthy Accompliſhment. 

XILI. I know that in this Age, wherein Men 
are deaf to any Motion which ſounds not to their 
own Profit, it will be hard to perſuade People 
freely to contribute to the Maintenance of 
others. But let ſuch ſerioully conſider that 
their Bounty in this Rind is the beſt yu, 
IN 
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and what herein they give, they ſave to them- 
ſelves, For ſuppoſe that ſich able Spirits 
with weak Eſtates, impatient to be impriſon - 
ed in a narrow Fortune, ſhould by their own 
Undertaking and Projecking (Ctudying and 
watching the Humours of Times and Princes) 
ain "Truſt to themſelves, and intrude, or in- 
inunte, their Diligence into Places of high 
Importance; hath not their Corruption a 
— Plea, or, at leaſtwiſe, a probable 
emptat ion, % & modis, in the tit och 
to provide for themſelves ? We read of King 
Edward the Virſt, that he made the Lergth 
of bis own Arm the Stardard of the Yard, to 
be uſed in meaſuring all over Ela] but 
ſuch Men of high Honours and hungry 
Fortunes too often make the Graſp of their 
own Hands, the Meaſure of their Moderation, 
clutching as much as their long Fingers are 
able to contain, to the great Prejudice of 
the Publick. This hopefully might be pre- 
vented, if ſuch Perſons might ſufficiently be 
armed againſt all Force and Fear of Want, 
out of the Publick Magazine, and propor- 
tionable Means to ſupport them provided 
fitting their eminent Parts with Places of 
Truſt, and furniſhing their Places with Main- 
tenance to ſupport the Dignity thereof with- 
out endangering them to deſcend to unworthy 

Ways for their Subſiſtance. | 
XLII. And here a worthy Cuſtom, long 
diſcontinued, delerves to be revived and put 
in Practice. Some Hundred Years ſince the 
eminent and promiſing Wits of either Uni- 
verſity were picked out, and ſent over into 
foreign parts, and there maintained many 
E Years 


Years on the Publick Coſt: Whence theſe 
Merchants, for Experience, returning home 


with their gainful Adventures, were preterred, 
_ according to the Improvement of their Time, 


to Offices in their own Country, Sir Thomas 


Smith, that learned Secretary to Queen Elizabeth, 
was the laſt of the Brood which was hatch'd 
in this manner, Well it would be if the 
like Nurlery were now new planted, and 
the Scocks of young Students gratted with 
foreign Education, on the common Charge. 
In a Word, if where G op gives Talents, Men 
would give Pounds, incouraging hopful Abili- 
ties with help.ul Maintenance, neither need 
the Neceſſicous be raiſed to Places of Truſt, 
nor poor Men of great Parts be excluded 
the Line of Preſerment. 

XLIII. But this Subject is of that ample La- 
titude and grand Deſert, that the Copiouſneſs 
thereof cannot be confin'd to this ſmall Trea- 
tile, nor can it in ſo little a Volume ſatisfy the 
Particulars of all Emergencies. I have read 
how one having bought a ſmall Map of the 
World, was afterwards offended therewith, as 
falle and deſective, becaule the Map only ta- 


king Gogpniznce of great Cities, did not, by 


Name, exprels the private Place of his Habitu- 
tion. I hope this Treatile thall light on more 
Jade ions ant charitable Readers, who will not 
condemn our Dilcourle (wherein only general 
Hewls ave brietly timmned up, and reprelented, 


as I may lay, in Lankip) it therein they find 


not an exact Speciticaticn ok all Particulars in 
 Al\(i{nicgts, or Exciſe, which their Expectation 
PL unto themlieivez, Whereiore | mult 
by tore to leave the full und exact Proſecution 


thergat 
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thereof to Men of greater Power and Parts, 
the Subject being of fuch Receipt as will enter- 
tain and employ their beſt Abilities, 

XLIV. Laſtly, When the vaſt Conſequence, 
both Moral and Divine, ariſing from thele and 
the like Notions of Equity and Juſtice, ſhall 
be happily infuſed into Governing Spirits, and 
dilated into Practice and Execution, by caſting 
the greateſt Weight of neceſſary Charges from 
Mens real Eſtates upon Superfluities, it will ſo 
invite the Bleſſing of Almighty Gop upon us, 
that it will promote and advance that Heaven 
upon Earth, and moſt happy Spettacle which 
here can be preſented to the Divine Majeſty, 
moſt delighted, when looking from his Throne, 
on Earth his Foot-ſtool, to behold the Syme- 
try of a well-govern'd Common-wealth. 
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